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to another, and I am not alone in saying it was one of the most elaborate and beautiful functions ever given in Washington. My favourite flower was, and is, the orchid; and knowing this, all through our friendship and engagement the President had sent orchids to me. I had worn them so constantly they were known as "my" flower. So imagine, if you can, the tropical beauty of the table laid in a great room in which many lights brought out the exquisite beauty of form and colour; orchids of every variety and shade, massed like a garden abloom, in the centre of which was a miniature pool reflecting the flaunting glory of the flowers. I still like to pause and revisualize that scene: the diplomatic corps in court uniforms with orders blazing on crimson and blue coats; women in trailing gowns and many jewels; the Marine Band splendid in scarlet coats; and every one smiling a welcome as we were escorted through the crowded rooms.
I had chosen a black velvet gown with long train of silver over blue, and carried a big fan of unusual design on the order of the ceremonial fans used in the Far East. It was made of grey feathers mounted on a stem of intricate mosaic work in various shades of blue.
The following day we left Washington again, this time not for a honeymoon, but for a hard tour through the West on what became known as "the President's Preparedness Campaign". For Mr. Wilson felt it his duty to go to the country and inform them of the possibility that we might be drawn into the conflict in Europe, and of the necessity of preparing for it.
Our first stop was New York City, then Pittsburgh, where, after a night on the train, we arrived in time for breakfast at the Schenley Hotel. Here I had my first experience with "the local committee". This body is made up of the outstanding citizens of the community, headed by the mayor or other official who acts in that capacity. Usually they send an advance guard of two or more (usually more) who board the President's train several stations ahead of